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info@cancercaring.org                                                                                                                                     www.cancercaring.org                                        
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Families are invited to attend our FREE fun 
day at a peaceful horse farm just outside of 
Cranberry. Enjoy the beauty of the country, 
have pizza, play games, or ride a horse with 
Pam, the trainer . Our fabulous hostess, 
Cindy Magargee , will be waiting for you to sit 

around the campfire  with her, sing 
songs, and toast marshmallows! All 
children will go home with a cuddly 
stuffed horse. Reservations are a 
MUST! Directions to the farm  will be 
provided. Just look for the  
Cancer Caring Center  
banner . We wish to thank the won-

derful members and volunteers of Cornerstone Church  of 
Cranberry for supporting this day and to Highmark B lue 
Cross Blue Shield. 
 

Please call Bonnie Shields to register at  
412-622-1212 
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Come join us for a relaxing 
evening hosted by Jenni-
fer DeBlasio, CHT, ACMT, 
Reiki  Master and Supervi-
sor of the  Massage Ther-
apy Program at Career 
Training Academy . Jenni-
fer and her team will offer 
an informative demonstra-
tion on the benefit of such 
therapies as, chair mas-
sages  and hand mas-
sages  to all  who attend. 
Pat Julkowski of Creative 
Hair Solutions  will also be 
available for consultation 
for wigs, scarves, and 
make-up along with Sadie 
Skupien  from Compres-
sion Management Ser-
vices  Comprehensive 
Care Center for Women  
who will provide consulta-
tion for custom and ready-
to-wear breast prosthesis.  
Reservations are a must  
for this rejuvenating eve-
ning! Wear comfortable 
clothes. 

 
 

 Please call to register at 
412-622-1212 
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 We welcome Young Adults  to our general cancer support group 
STARTING MAY 7,  2008. Bring a friend or family member every 
1st and 3 rd Wednesday of the month  from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  at 

the Market District Giant Eagle at Village Square (Beth el Park).  
The group is led by Meghan Anderson, LCSW  and founded by 

Natalie Gentile . Please help us kick this exciting new group off by 
welcoming Dr. Anthony Gentile , a practicing obstetrician-

gynecologist with UPMC who will be talking about his experience 
as the parent of a child with cancer and be available to take  

questions.  Call 412-622-1212 to register. 



 
The Center extends a big welcome to Corey 

O’Connor , Community Development  
Representative for Congressman Mike Doyle and 

a son of our late Mayor, Bob O’Connor,  
Joyce Biearman, Assistant Vice  

President/Communications  
Manager for Home Loan Services, a subsidiary of 
Merrill Lynch and  Jodi Lech,  Pharm.D., Medical 

Center Clinic.  We look forward to 
 working with you! 
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 This popular program at  
Animal Friends Headquar-
ters  in the North Hills features 
professional facilitators and 
certified pet therapy animals 
on selected Saturdays.  The  
opportunity for a child to inter-
act with a loving pet is a won-
derful way to unlock a child’s 
feelings and emotions. Please 
call Bonnie at 412 622 1212 
for details, registration required. 
 
This program is sponsored by a grant from 
Highmark. 
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G. Komen Foundation, will be held on Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, May 11 at Schenley Park. Online 
registration:  www.komenpittsburgh.org or 412 
342 0500.  The Center also has applications. 
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The Crown Jewel of Mt. Washington; the Bailey Ave-
nue mansion is the setting for this unique event. 
Guests are invited to slip into their comfy jeans, don 
their magnificent baubles and share a glass of  
cabernet in the wine room, nibble on appetizers from 
some of Pittsburgh’s finest restaurants in the state-of-

the-art kitchen, or sip a 
Cosmopolitan while  
enjoying The Kenny 
Blake Trio in a lounge 
chair by the infinity pool.  
The Bailey Avenue 
“smart house” is 10,400 
square feet of pure 

magic.  Tickets are $120 and are limited to  200.  Call 
Robin to order tickets. 
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The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra has invited our 
Center to be a part of the 5th annual Community 

Partners concert. We are, of course, thrilled because 
the proceeds from every ticket designated in our 
name come right back to the Center. Last year, we 

received over $3,000! 
 

You can call the symphony to order (412-392-4900), 
order online (www.pittsburghsymphony.org), or you 

can call the Center and we would be happy to 
order for you. Just don’t forget to designate the 

CANCER CARING CENTER (#6645) as your charity 
of choice. Ticket prices range from $21.50 - $112.50 
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The Don of the DeMedio Family, Alphonse 'Big Al' DeMedio , respectfully requests your presence at a dinner cele-
brating his early retirement, and you would be wise to attend. All of the arrangements have been made for this to be 
the party of the year. The gang's all here to enjoy a night of dinner, singing, a champagne toast and more! Dance 
the night away with the live band, "Luigi Marinara and the Mob Hits". Join the ladies in Al's life, along with his ex-
tended family and business associates for his final farewell from the family business. Don't miss Arrivederci, Al! - A 
Dinner With The Godfather. You might just 'get made' a part of the family. It's an offer you can't refuse!   
 
 Join us for this audience participation comedy on Friday, May 2 at JimmyG’s in Sharpsburg .  Tickets are $49.95 
and include a sumptuous Italian buffet, dessert and a champagne toast.  $10 of your ticket will be donated to the 
Cancer Caring Center.  For reservations, call 412-781-4884.  For show information, go to 
www.dinnerwiththegodfather.com. 
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Butler Group 
1st and 3rd Thursdays 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

Cranberry Group 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

6:30 - 8 pm 
 

Jefferson Group 
2nd Tuesday each month 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

McKeesport Group 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

Monroeville Group 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

Murrysville Group 
2nd and 4th Mondays 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

North Hills Group 
1st and 3rd Thursdays 

7 - 8:30 pm 
 

Ohio Valley Group 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 

6 - 7:30 pm 
 

South Hills Group 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 

7 – 9:00 pm 
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Homewood Breast Cancer Support Services 
for African American Women, daytime appointments only 

North Hills Breast Cancer Group 
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 7 - 8:30 pm 
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Brain Tumor Group, Bloomfield 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7 - 8:30 pm 
Caregivers Support Group, Bloomfield 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7 - 8:30 pm 
Couples Therapy Bloomfield 
1st and 3rd Mondays, 7 - 8:30 pm by appointment only 
Johnstown Women's Cancer Support Group 
1st and 3rd Mondays, 6:30 - 8 pm 
Lung Cancer Group, Shadyside 
4th Tuesday every month 4:30 - 6 pm 
Prayer Sessions, Bloomfield 
Evening appointments only 
Reiki Clinic, Bloomfield 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6 - 9 pm by appointment only 
Stress Management Group, Bloomfield 
2nd Tuesday every month, 7 - 9 pm 
Wellness Group, Bloomfield 
2nd and 4th Mondays, 7:30 - 9 pm 
West Penn Women's Cancer Support Group 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8 pm 
Yoga & Hands on Healing Sessions, Lawrenceville 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 3 - 4:30 pm by appointment only 
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Support for children who have a family member with cancer and 
support for children who have lost a loved one. Groups meet in 
Bloomfield and Mt. Lebanon. Pet Therapy for kids at Animal Friends 
North Hills Headquarters on selected Saturdays. 
 

If you are interested in attending a group please call the center at 412-622-1212 



 
Bonnie Shields, MSW, LSW is our Director of Support Services at the Cancer Caring Cen-

ter and for those of you who have not met Bonnie, here is the face behind the voice. 
Bonnie received her B.S. Ed, from Duquesne University and was a teacher before she went 
to the University of Pittsburgh for her MSW. During graduate school, she participated in a 
field placement at UPMC Montefiore Hospital and discovered her calling toward oncology. 
For most of the past 19 years, Bonnie has worked with cancer patients both on an inpatient 

or outpatient setting. Either way, she can’t think of a better population to serve. As we celebrate our 20th anniversary at 
the Cancer Caring Center, Bonnie and her husband, John, will be celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary. Bonnie’s 

proudest moment was the day she watched John become a doctor after 4 long years of medical school, internship, 
residency and a child psychiatry fellowship. Working 3 jobs to help make John’s dream a reality has not slowed her 

down. She continues to create new and innovative programs to invite our clients  
to participate in and enjoy. 

 
 When asked what has changed the most in cancer care these days, she is quick to reply that “survival rates are on the 
increase and that is the most exciting news”. Bonnie believes that there will be new and better drugs coming out in the 
near future and with medicine’s improved technology in combating side effects of chemo, people will be able to lead 

more rewarding and fulfilling lives. “The key will be to find a path that enables you to cope the best you can and utilize 
the many modalities of stress management, relaxation and pain control that are available. That is why I am so proud 

and honored to be working with such innovative professionals such as our friends from Key Stone Reiki, Pratique 
Yoga, Animal Friends and the many wonderful group facilitators who courageously lead our groups with devotion and 

dedication. Together we will make a difference. Many thanks to our Board members who have given us all the creative 
freedom to serve our clients.” 
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